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Important Dates 
March 6, 2020 NO SCHOOL 
March 13, 2020 NO SCHOOL 
March 16, 2020 End of 3rd Quarter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission Statement 
“Louisville Public School staff, 
families, and community are 
dedicated to the intellectual, 
emotional, physical growth, and 
safety of our students.” 
  
  
  
  
 
 
Vision statement 
“Louisville Public School is a 
progressive district that engages a 
community of learners in 
collaboration towards excellence.” 
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The Schwartz Report – A note from Principal Schwartz 
It appears that spring has made an appearance and we are very thankful for that.  We 
want our students to finish the quarter strong so they will be able to complete the 
academic year on a positive note.  Please don’t hesitate to contact our staff members 
with academic concerns or questions.    
 
We will be conducting NSCAS testing in the middle school and our juniors will be 
taking the state ACT test in April.    
 
Middle School NSCAS (State Testing) Schedule:  

• ELA 6th – 8th–March 31, 2020  
• Math 6th –8th–April 8, 2020 
• Science 8th–April 15, 2020  

High School Testing Schedule: 
• 9th Grade—MAP Testing—April 7, 2020 
• 10th Grade—Pre ACT—April 7, 2020  
• 11th Grade—State ACT Test—April 7, 2020 

 
REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN 
Traveling Photo Memorial of Nebraska’s Fallen on Display March 16- 20 
An emotional memorial, Remembering Our Fallen, is a stark reminder of the ultimate 
sacrifice made by Nebraskans killed in The War on Terror (Post-9/11/2001) while 
wearing our country’s uniform in a war zone.  The photo memorial, which includes 
military and personal photos of each of Nebraska’s Fallen, is traveling throughout the 
state and will be coming to Louisville Public Schools the week of March 16.   More 
information can be found at: PatrioticProductions.org. 
 “We must remember these American Heroes and speak their names when we see their 
family members.  We can never forget those who sacrificed everything for our 
freedom,” said Bill Williams, co-creator of the memorial.  “While this memorial is 
about those who have died, it was created for the living…to help the families in their 
grief, while reminding the rest of us of the terrible price paid for our freedom by our 
current generation of military.” 
  
Middle School Dance 
As a reminder, the Middle School Spring Dance is this Thursday March 5th from 7:00-
9:00pm. The cost is $3 and the Middle School Student Council will be selling pop for 
$1. Students cannot bring in any bags, outside food or drink and they cannot leave 
without a parent picking them up. Also, only current Louisville Middle School students 
are allowed to attend. Please email Mrs. Graham at agraham@lpslions.org if you have 
any other questions. 
 
 
 

 
 
  



High School Course Registration 
We will be wrapping up our course registration over 
the next couple of weeks.  Once we have the schedules 
completed we will run a Simulation to double check 
registration numbers, course offerings, and number of 
sections.  Once that is completed we will be sending 
home a copy of your child’s schedule.  Our next task 
will be to finalize the middle school schedule for next 
year.  If you have any questions please contact Mr. 
Finkey at kfinkey@lpslions.org.   
 
Hey Louisville Alumni! 
Yes, it’s getting to be that time of year again.  We are 
sending out the link to register for the 2020 Alumni 
Tournament. 
We are excited to announce that we are adding Coach 
Barnes and her volleyball program to the mix this year. 
Both tournaments will be played on the same weekend 
with basketball in the high school gym and volleyball 
taking place in the elementary gym. 
 
The tournament will be held on Friday, April 3 and 
Saturday, April 4.  The cost is $25 per player with 
registrations due by March 18, so we can get our t-shirt 
order in. 
More info on teams, tournament format, and other info 
will be sent out soon after the March 18 registration 
deadline. 
Please spread the word and register at the following 
link! 

https://forms.gle/5KticGNyuaKQ26Z5A 
 
Activities Director Report ~ Mr. Little 
Winter sports have finished up and we are quickly 
moving into our spring sports season.  Congratulations 
to our winter sport athletes on their seasons! 
Boys/Girls Basketball:  The boys basketball team 
wrapped up their play in the first round of sub-districts.  
The girls basketball team finished the season as 
District Runner-ups!    
• Wrestling: The wrestling team had 3 athletes 

qualify for state wrestling in Brock Hudson, Dylan 
Jones, and Brady Knott.  Brady finished 4th and 
Dylan finished 3rd at the state meet!  Dylan also set 
the career wins and pins record.  Congrats to all of 
our wrestlers!  

• MS Wrestling: Middle school wrestling season 
has begun and will have a very busy March for 
their season.  Good luck to our middle school 
wrestlers! 

• Speech: The speech team finished 3rd at the ECNC 
Speech meet.  District speech is March 18th and 
state speech is March 26th! 

• Esports:  The winter Esports season is in full 
swing.  This cycle they are playing League of 
Legends and Smash Bros. 

• Track: HS track practice is underway with the first 
meet on Friday, March 27th in Louisville.  Good 
luck to our track athletes this year. 

 
You can purchase adult and student punch cards 
through the school as well as a student activity pass for 
the whole year.  Forms are available in the High 
School office or online. 
 
We appreciate the dedication by our students, parents, 
and coaches!  Have an outstanding year! 
 
Speech Team News ~ Mr. Krause  
The speech team had an eventful February.   
 
-The team hosted their annual meet on February 
1st.  Fourteen schools competed across 16 divisions 
and events.  Louisville was represented by eight 
individuals in finals: Haleigh Diltz, Will Jones, Casey 
Mason, Cassidy Niemoth, Sam Parrill, Jacob Peacock, 
Michael Rupp and Caleb Thieman.   
 
-The team then traveled to the competitive Crete 
Cardinal Classic on February 8th.  Six individuals 
broke through to finals: Haleigh Diltz, Lucas Hrabik, 
Casey Mason, Reiley Reed, Michael Rupp and Max 
Yarnell.  Casey and Max achieved a bid for the 
National Individual Events Tournament of Champions 
in Duet Acting while Reiley and Michael achieved bids 
in their solo events (Reiley in Serious; Michael in 
Persuasive and Humorous).  The NIETOC Tournament 
is held in May in Houston this year. 
 
- February 15th was the Auburn Invitational, and the 
team brought home their second team sweepstakes 
award.  They finished second in a fifteen-team 
field.  Seven students scored for Louisville including 
meet champions Haleigh Diltz in Poetry and Lucas 
Hrabik in Entertainment.  Other finalists included 
Chloe Hibler, Will Jones, Casey Mason, Sam Parrill, 
Reiley Reed and Max Yarnell. 
 
- Aquinas was the next stop for the Lions.  Four 
individuals placed in five events.  Michael Rupp and 
Casey Mason both placed in two events for the Lions; 
Michael placed 2nd in Persuasive and 3rd in 
Impromptu.  Casey placed fourth in Extemporaneous 
and 5th in Duet Acting with Max Yarnell.  Will Jones 
also placed 6th in Informative.  The team placed fifth 
overall. 
 



- Finally, the school hosted its final ECNC Speech 
Tournament.  Eleven schools competed, and the team 
placed third overall.  Eight students represented 
Louisville in finals with Casey Mason and Max 
Yarnell being crowned ECNC Champion in Duet 
Acting.  Other finalists included Chloe Hibler, Haleigh 
Diltz, Michael Rupp, Cassidy Niemoth, Laura 
Swanson and Emi Rupp. 
 
The speech team has an off-weekend for the extra day 
in February, but they will have a marathon this coming 
Friday and Saturday as they travel to Elkhorn South 
and Norfolk in a matter of 18 hours.  The season will 
then be capped off with Speakers' Night on Tuesday, 
March 10th in the music room and District Speech at 
Auburn on Wednesday, March 18th. 
 
SkillsUSA ~ Mr. Zweep 
The community service team of Valerie Knott and 
Isandra Hagge and Reiley Reed held another successful 
blood drive on February 25th. With your support, the 
team collected over 35 donations of whole blood! 
Thank you to all who participated and donated. Please 
plan to donate at the next blood drive on Wednesday 
April, 22nd from 10:00am till 4:00pm located on the 
bloodmobile at the high school entrance.   
  
Eighteen middle school students attended the middle 
school West conference on Thursday February, 27th. 
The conference was held in Grand Island at the 
Ramada convention center. Over 230 middle school 
students from Nebraska attended. Louisville students 
competed in team engineering challenge, quiz bowl, 
metric 500 dragsters, balsa wood bridge design and 
mousetrap vehicle racers. A big congratulations to 
Nola Nelson for placing 3rd and Evan Pierce for 
placing 2nd in balsa wood bridge design. Niklas 
Sorensen placed 1st in the metric 500 dragster 
contest.    
  
The high school SkillsUSA state conference is April 
2nd - 4th, 2020.   The conference will be held in Grand 
Island with competitions being held at Fonner Park. 
The SkillsUSA State Leadership and Skills Conference 
is open to the public, so please plan to attend to support 
our talented SkillsUSA students. 
 Contests that Louisville students will be competing in 
will be welding fabrication, community service 
presentation, crime scene investigation, customer 
service, diesel technology, automotive technology, 
advertising design, technical computer applications and 
promotional bulletin board. 
 
Louisville SkillsUSA is working to collect change to 
be donated to Sertoma to help those with hearing loss. 

Grades 6 - 8 and  9 - 12 are competing against each 
other in a “change war” to collect the most change. The 
winner from the middle school and high school will 
earn an ice cream social. SkillsUSA is also collecting 
unneeded hearing aids. Hearing aides will be donated 
along with the money collected to the Sertoma 
organization. Remind your students to bring spare 
change and place them in their grade level collection 
bins during lunch. Hearing aids can be dropped off at 
the high school office.  
 
Exploring Discover your Future 
I wanted to pass along some career related information 
and a possible opportunity for your student.  Exploring 
is a career education program for ages 14-20 years old. 
Local businesses in our community help young adults 
make a more informed decision about their future 
career and determine if a particular career is the right 
fit for them. Exploring is about gaining practical 
experience in a career field. The result is a program of 
activities that helps youth pursue their special interests, 
grow, and develop. Exploring exists to teach important 
life and career skills to young people from all 
backgrounds through immersive career experiences 
and mentorship provided by community and business 
leaders. Together, we equip young people with 
character, leadership and life skills that can be used 
both today and in their future careers.  For more 
information click on this link 
https://www.omahaexploring.org/ 
 
Preventing Suicide ~ Ms. Routley Ed.S. 
Adapted from material posted on the NASP 
website— https://www.nasponline.org/ 
Submitted by Ms. Routley, School 
Psychologist; mroutley@lpslions.org 
 
If you or someone you know is suicidal, get help immediately 
via 911, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-
TALK or the Crisis Text Line (text “HOME” to 741741). 
Youth suicide is a serious problem. Suicide is the leading cause 
of death among school age youth. In 2015, approximately 18% of 
9th to 12th graders seriously considered suicide with 9% having 
made an attempt one or more times. 
Suicide is preventable. Youth who are contemplating suicide 
typically give warning signs of their distress. Parents, teachers, and 
friends are in a key position to pick up on these signs and get help. 
Most important is to never take these warning signs lightly or 
promise to keep them secret.  When all adults and students in the 
school community are committed to making suicide prevention a 
priority-and are empowered to take the correct actions-we can help 
youth before they engage in behavior with irreversible 
consequences. 
Suicide Risk Factors. Certain characteristics are associated with 
increased suicide risk include: 

• Previous suicide attempt(s) 
• Isolation and aloneness 
• Non-suicidal self-injury (e.g., cutting) 



• Mental illness including depression, conduct disorders, 
and substance abuse 

• Family stress/dysfunction 
• Family history of suicide 
• Environmental risks, including presence of a firearm in 

the home 
• Situational crises (e.g., the presence of a gun in the home, 

bullying and harassment, serious disciplinary action, 
death of a loved one, physical or sexual abuse, breakup of 
a relationship/friendship, family violence, suicide of a 
peer) 

Suicide Warning Signs. Most suicidal youth demonstrate 
observable behaviors signaling suicidal thinking: 

• Suicidal threats in the form of direct ("I am going to kill 
myself") and indirect ("I wish I could fall asleep and 
never wake up again") statements. 

• Suicide notes and plans (including online postings). 
• Prior suicidal behavior. 
• Making final arrangements (e.g., making funeral 

arrangements, writing a will, giving away prized 
possessions). 

• Preoccupation with death. 
• Changes in behavior, appearance, thoughts and/or 

feelings. 
What to Do.  Youth who feel suicidal are not likely to seek help 
directly; however, parents, school personnel, and peers can 
recognize the warning signs and take immediate action to keep the 
youth safe.  When a person gives signs that they may be 
considering suicide, take the following actions. 
• Remain calm, be nonjudgmental, and listen. Strive to 

understand the intolerable emotional pain that has resulted in 
suicidal thoughts. 

• Focus on your concern for their well-being. Avoid statements 
that might be perceived as minimizing the student’s emotional 
pain (e.g., “You need to move on.” or “You should get over 
it.”). 

• Ask the person directly if they are thinking about suicide (i.e., 
“Are you thinking of suicide?”). 

• Reassure the person that there is help and they will not feel 
like this forever. 

• Provide constant supervision. Do not leave the person alone. 
• Without putting yourself in danger, remove means for self-

harm, including any weapons the person might find. 
• Get help. Never agree to keep a person’s suicidal thoughts a 

secret. Instead, school staff should take the student to a 
school-employed mental health professional. Parents should 
seek help from school or community mental health resources. 
Students should tell an appropriate caregiving adult, such as a 
school psychologist, administrator, parent, or teacher.  If you 
or someone you know is suicidal, get help immediately via 

911, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-
TALK or the Crisis Text Line (text “HOME” to 741741). 

Resiliency Factors.  The presence of resiliency factors can lessen 
the potential of risk factors to lead to suicidal ideation and 
behaviors. Once a child or adolescent is considered at risk, schools, 
families, and friends should work to build these factors in and 
around the youth. These include: 

• Family support and cohesion, including good 
communication. 

• Peer support and close social networks. 
• School and community connectedness. 
• Cultural or religious beliefs that discourage suicide and 

promote healthy living. 
• Adaptive coping and problem-solving skills, including 

conflict-resolution. 
• General life satisfaction, good self-esteem, sense of 

purpose. 
• Easy access to effective medical and mental health 

resources. 
App Resources for the person contemplating suicide or  
MY3: define one’s network (3 trusted contacts) and safety plan 
(coping strategies, distractions, reason to live).  my3app.org  
My Life My Voice mood journal: track moods, see related life 
tips; teen access to free professional counseling via phone, email, 
chat or 
text.  https://www.yourlifeyourvoice.org/Pages/home.aspx  (not 
only suicide related) 
 
It’s OK to Ask for Help!!! You are NOT alone! You don’t have 
to face your problems alone! That’s true of the youth, as well as 
adults walking with them. Reach out and get the help you need 
….Boystown 24/7 crisis hotline at 800-448-3000. 
If you or someone you know is suicidal, get help immediately 
via 911, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-
TALK or the Crisis Text Line (text “HOME” to 741741).  
 
Helpful Links 
District Webpage – http://lpslions.org/ 
SIMS (Grades) - 
https://simsweb.esu3.org/login.cfm?sdist=lou 
Activities - 
https://www.eastcentralnebraskaconf.org/public/genie/
455/school/5/ 
High School - https://louisvillehighschool.weebly.com/ 
Middle School - https://louisvillems.weebly.com/ 
Athletic Booster Club - 
https://midlandscommunity.org/louisville-athletic-
booster-club-membership-registration/ 
 
  



  

"Roll With Me" PTO Event Registration Form

Parent/Special Guest Name(s): 

Contact Email: Phone: 

Child’s Name: Grade: 

Child’s Name: Grade: 

Child’s Name: Grade: 

Tickets $30 Per Couple:  $5 Per Additional Child:  

Raffle Tickets ($1, $5 or $10) Quantity: Cost: 

Cosmo Wands ($1) Quantity: Cost: 

  TOTAL COST: 



 
 
Information for Junior Parents.  You will also be receiving a copy of this document in the mail.  It is for 
the ACT test that we are required to give to our juniors in the spring.  If you have any questions please 
contact Amber Johnson at ajohnson@lpslions.org .  Please note the form is two pages.  
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NSCAS ACT Parental Consent Form 

Each year, Nebraska public school students in the Third Year Cohort, typically juniors, are required 
by state law to take a standard college entrance exam. The Nebraska Department of Education 

(NDE) administers the ACT test for this purpose. Below is information for parents to understand the 
process that accompanies the actual test.  The NDE Statewide Assessment Office requests you read 

this information, complete the consent portion, and return it to your student’s school.  

Features and benefits of taking the ACT® test:  

x It measures what students have learned in high school. 
x There is no cost to the student or the family for this administration. 
x Testing will occur during the school day. 
x The results can be used for admission to many colleges and universities. 
x The results will help determine the student’s academic readiness for college and provide career 

guidance based on information provided to ACT. 

What information does ACT want to know? 
Before test day, students will be asked to provide basic identifying information and information about their 
college and career interests. Note: ACT does not require a Social Security number. 

Information Type Description Specific Field/Section 
Required These fields are required for ACT to 

generate and deliver the student’s score 
report. 

x Name (first, last, middle initial) 
x Date of birth 
x Mailing address 

Optional Some sections collect additional 
information about the student and their 
college and career interests. These sections 
are helpful for college and career planning. 

x High school course/grade 
information 

x Student Profile Section 
x Interest Inventory (see below) 

 ACT encourages students to complete these optional sections so that they can 
receive additional college and career planning information in addition to the test 
scores on the score reports. 

Note: If the student chooses not to complete these sections, the score reports will 
be partially blank. This includes reports sent to the student’s high school, any 
colleges or universities, and their ACT Educational Opportunity Service (EOS) 
information. 

ACT Interest Inventory 
Nebraska students will have access to information for planning beyond high school by completing the non-
test portions of the ACT. The ACT Interest Inventory is completed prior to the test date and is considered to 
be part of the “non-test” portion of the assessment. In completing the non-test portions, students will 
provide information which will result in personalized career information and a comprehensive profile for 
colleges which demonstrates work done in high school as well as future plans. As part of the Interest 
Inventory students are asked questions related to interest in postsecondary education, educational needs 
and interests, factors influencing college choices, etc. The interest inventory questions are optional and can 
be found in the document Taking the ACT, 
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/TakingTheACT-StateandDistrict.pdf. Parents 
can direct their student to not participate in the interest inventory or skip specific questions. 

ACT Educational Opportunity Service (EOS) 
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EOS is an optional program that can help students learn about educational, scholarship, career, and 
financial aid opportunities at no charge. Students can opt into this service with the Interest Inventory and 
other non-test information. 

ACT research shows that EOS participation benefits students by giving them greater access to information 
about colleges and programs of study, expanding their possibilities for future success. 

Who has access to EOS information? 

ACT follows industry standards for high levels of security to protect private and personally identifiable 
information. ACT only shares EOS data with: 

x accredited postsecondary educational institutions 
x scholarship agencies that offer programs of study at the postsecondary level, educational 

enrichment programs, or financial aid for postsecondary study 
x government-directed agencies, such as state or federal student financial aid agency or ROTC  
x organizations that offer educational programs and/or financial aid for education 

All third-party organizations that participate in EOS agree to contact students only to share information 
about their educational and/or financial aid programs. 

Note: You may withdraw from this service at any time. Simply contact ACT or visit the EOS program 
information page at www.actstudent.org. 

Contact Us 
If you have any questions, you are welcome to contact your school, the NDE Statewide Assessment Office 
(nde.stateassessment@nebraska.gov) or the Nebraska ACT Coordinator Iris Owens (iris.a.owens@act.org). 
 
Parent/Guardian Consent 

Only students who have parental consent will be allowed to participate in the ACT EOS and provide test 
scores to colleges and universities.  If you choose not to give consent, the student will not be allowed to 
request the four (4) free score reports to colleges/universities (valued at $13 each) or participate in the EOS.   

____ Yes, I give consent for my child to participate in the free EOS and request the score reports. Please 
note, the student will also need to say “Yes” in the answer folder to participate with EOS and provide college 
codes for score reports to be sent. 

____ No, I do not give consent for my student to request score reports or participate in EOS. 

Student Name (please print):  

Parent/Guardian/Adult with legal or actual charge of student Name (please print): 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature/Adult with legal or actual charge of student:  

 

Date: 



  



  



 
 
 
 


